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In 1924, a tax was raised by the citizen of Meadows and the surrounding communities to build a 

school to better educate their children. The new Meadow High School consolidated eight different small 

community schools scattered across the rural areas of southern Johnston County. The school opened in 

the fall of 1925, three weeks late because of delays in the construction. The building was three stories 

with 18 classrooms and an auditorium on the third floor. There were 15 faculty members for first through 

twelfth grades. The first graduating class was in 1927 with 17 students. In 1936, a new wing was added to 

the right side of the building. The school now had 26 teachers and 1,006 students. Teachers stayed with 

people in the community or the old schoolhouse until a teacherage was built in 1928. A barn-style 

gymnasium was built in 1941. An agricultural building was built in 1948 and the library was enlarged. A 

new wing was added to the left side of the building in 1949 with additional classrooms. In 1953 a 

lunchroom was built, allowing students to purchase a hot lunch at school versus bringing it from home. A 

home economics building was added in 1954 and the principal’s home was built in 1956. A new building 

with 4 classrooms was built in 1957. A band was started for high school students in 1960. In 1968 

Meadow became an integrated school, with blacks and whites both in attendance. In the fall of 1969, 

South Johnston High School opened. All students in ninth through twelfth grades now attended the new 

high school. Meadow High School became Meadow Elementary with 534 students in first through eighth 

grades, and 24 staff members. In 1998, a new gym and concession stand were added, and the old 

barn-style gym was torn down. At the same time, 8 classrooms were built to house the middle school 

students. The two bottom levels of the original 1925 building were used until the fall of 2004 when a new 

kindergarten through fifth grade building opened. This new addition joined to the gym and classrooms 

added in 1998. The new building contained 28 classrooms for kindergarten through fifth grades, a new 

library, cafeteria, and office complex. The school had around 550 students with 70 faculty members. On 

December 22, 2005, the original three story Meadow School built in 1925 was torn down. A new middle 

school wing was added in 2006 with 10 new classrooms. The school currently has around 651 students in 

pre-K through eighth grade with 45 full-time teachers and a total of 80 staff members.  
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